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MERCATOR: 


O R, 


Commerce Retriched, 


BEING 
CoNSIDERATIONS on the State of the Briti/h Trade, €c. 





—— 


From @hurfday, February 4. to Saturday, February 6. 1713. 





The Mercator refumes his Subjett of Commerce, 


The Oppojers and Anfwerers of this Paper never yet offered to Anfwer this one thing, ( viz.) Why 
the Dutch were always fo concern’d to have us rejett the French Trade. 


The Reafon fet down, (viz.) That they may have the Trade themfelves. 
Why the Dutch always Oppofed King William’s Taking Dunkirk. 


Why prefs'd Our Demolifhing it. 


The Dutch in the right in all this, but ia Britains it 1 Monftrous and Unnatural. 

The Dutch always prevented our Treaties of Trade, as, at Ryf{wick, Ghertrydenberg, and nom. 

The Party know it ts picking our Pockets, and are willing the Dutch fhould pick our Pockets, hae 
ving other Work for the Dutch to do for them as an Equivalent. 





HIS Paper has all along ftudioufly avoiled 

Talking of any of the publick Affairs, but 

what relates to the Matters of Trade ; and. 

tho’ it is hard to ‘refrain feeing Things car- 

ricd as they are, yet the MERCATOR icaves them 
and the People to the Refle&tion of their own Folly, 
and comes back to the Subieé& immediately proper fora 


MERCATOR. 


The Advantages of the Trade to France have been 
fpoken of at large: The Shifts and Craft of the Op- 
pofers of the Treaty of Commerce have becn DeteSed 
ina great Meafure : Cavil they will; it is not to be 
expected, as Matters are’ carryed now among us, that 
Men will be Silencedyrho’ they are Convinced; which 
is an Evidence,that there is fomething lefs than Argu- 
ment in the Cafe. 

ps J 

Tt is Matter of Wonder to fome of the Readers of 

thefe things, that thofe, who pretend to write Anfwers 
to the MERCATOR, -never. eutered into this 
Queftion, (viz.) Why the Dutch Trade all this while 
with France, and why the Dutch are fo concerned to 
have us notto doit? While at the fame time they 
have been fo cager for the Trade with France them- 
felves, that formerly when they defired Augmentation 
of Troops, and England was willing to come into it, 
upon Condition, that they would Prohibit Commerce 
with France, as we did; They chofe rather to quit 
the faid Augmentation of Men than to Prohibit the 
Trade: Ir is true, they managed us fo dextroufly at that 
time, as that they kept their Trade, and got the Troops 
too; but that is by the by. 


What the Reafon is, that the Dutch are fo forward 
for the Trade with France themfelves, is plain, (viz.) 
The fame that we ought to give,why we are for 1 
(viz.) Becaufe it was Gainful. 


sut there is another Queftion not fo readily Anfiwer d 
on that Side; and itis this, Whatis the Keafon, whiy 


the Dutch are fo very unwilling, THAT WE fhould 

Trade with France? And this Queftion is beft Anfwer'd 
by fom? other Queftions,which’ perhaps the Oppofers 
will not care to Anfwer, tho’ they know very wel 

how to do it, (viz.) Why did the Dutch refufe to lec 
the late King Wilham Befiege Dunkirk ? Why did they 
afterwards hinder the Duke of M———-gh from the like 
Undertaking? And why have they been fo furioufly 
employ'd, togerher with a particular Sett of People 
here, to have it rathly Demolithed now, when we had 
got it? The Reafon is, and all along was, becaufe they 
Envyed us the: Pctfeflion of it; and this isthe Reafon 
aifo, why they would not have us Trade with France, 
(viz.) Becaufe they Envyed us the Advantage of it. 


Ir is onr Misfortune to be laughed at by the Dutch 
too, often, andin thele two Cafes in particular, (viz.) 
The Demolifhing Dunkirk, and reftifing the Trade to 
France. In the firft, they have had the Face to tell 
us openly,we ought not to truft our felves with 
Dunkirk, fecanfe fince it was once Sold by the Court, 
that therefore it would be Sold again. As if fuch 
Laws and Acts of Parliament might not have been 
made to have Incorporated it into the Imperial Do- 
minions of Great-Britain as to make it unalienable : 
But the Dutch Stratagem has taken, and we have given 
it up: It is certain the Dutch were in the right; for 
that it had been Saddling them with a Load, and put- 
ting the Reins of the Bridle into our Hands. 


In like manner in the French Trade, they have taken 
fome Pains, and, it is not to he doubted, have been 
at fome Fxpence to make us throw off and reject it, 
and the Treaty for it: The Dutch are in the righr, 
for they pick our Pockets by it, and we are deprived by 
it of a [rade,which we fhould fhat them out of, and 
which, in the mean time, is infinitely to their Ad- 


vantage. 


We cannot indeed blame the Dutch in al} this. 


But this may be faid very juftly, that whatever the Dutch 
may 
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may Uo or fay, it is not the lef 
gliihmen and Brirains be drawn in to Talk their Lan- 
guage; and in behalf of a Durch intereft, to Argue 
againftand give up their Country s Safety and Strength 
on one Hand, orthcir Wealth and Advantage on the 
other. 


To hear a Dutchman fay, it is not fafe to let the 
Englifh poffefs Dunkirk, is one thing; but to hear an 
Englifhman fay fo, is Unnatural : To hear a Dutchman 
fay, it is not for their Advantage to have England 
open the Trade with Frante,. isteafonable, and. ought 
to be expected ; but to, hear an Englithman fay fo, ts 
furprizing, monftrous and unnatural ; nay, wéte we in 
our right Mind, The Knowledge, that the Dutch are fo 
eager to have us fhut out of the French Trade, fhould 
be a Reafon to us for defiring to have it. 


Ir feems to be a Queftion here, which,tho’ no 
knowing Man will ask, yet many an Ienorant Man 
may, (viz.) How does it appear, that the Dutch are 
againit our Trading with France ? 


The MERCATOR does not fet up for a Difco- 
verer of Plots, otherwife much of the fecret Intrigues 
of the Dutch to draw us in Ignorantly to Oppofe the 
Commerce with France might be Detected here; but 
it is entirely Jaid open in the Book formerly quoted in 
the ALERCATOR, Entituled, Memos of Count 
Tarif, Cc. to which th MERCATOR refers. 
But befides this, the MERC ATO R thall only refer 
to antient Practice, and it will eafily appear, what has 
been the ordinary Method of the Dutch in fuch Cafes. 
The-fhort Hiftory whereof take as follows : 


At the Treaty of Ryfwick, the Merchants, Trading 
Towns and Trading Companies in England, Addrefs‘d 
thé Government, that the Trade to France might be 
fertled, as a thing very much for the Advantage of 
England: Well, what followed ? The Peace was made, 
and no Trade mentioned, or fo much as thought of. 
Who influenced Matters then in that Cafe is well known ; 
and how it was afterwards, tho’ though reafonable by 
the King, declined and dropp’d, is alfo well known. 


At the Treaty of Gertruydenbergh the fame Appli- 
cation was made again ; but not one Step taken towards 
a Treaty of Commerce. Who managed that Tieaty 
we all know, England not being thought worthy to 
be trufted with making her own Conditions. Had the 
Dutch had the fame Influence at the laft Treaty, we have 
a great deal of Reafon to believe the Cafe of eur Com- 
merce had been the fame as before. 


In all thefe Treaties, the Dutch took particular Care 
to fettle their own Commerce by new [ariffs and Trea- 
ties, and were as diligent to open their own Trade with 
they were to keep ours fhut. The MF R- 
CATOR thinks this is very plain; and the Profits, 
the Dutch are at this. time making of their Trade to 
France, is a Teftimony of it; particularly in the great 
Quantities of Eaft-India Goods, which, as by Accounits 
fiom France, they have carried thither, notwithftanding 
the Prohibitions in France ; and which may be a good 
Reafon for that exceflive Export of Callicoes, which has 
been made from England to Holland fince the laft Sale, 
befides Eaft-India Silks; fo that from the 23d of Jan. 


tothe 1f of February, there ate Expoitci (6 Holland 
above 32090 picces of Callicoes, winch moft are of 
Opinion is to fupply their other Markers with; the 
Quantity,which they, the Datch, had catsics into France 
having exhaufted them of that Commiodity very much,’ 


But this is but a Trifle, compared to other things : 
That the Dutch have an open, regulated Trade with 
France all this time ; that we are Wrangling abour it 
and holding our felves out of it, is very well known, 
and the Advantage of it to the Dutch is not unknown, 
Why they fhould be fo concerned to keep thar Trade, 
while they can Keep us out of it, needs no Enguiry ; Bur 
why we thould be fuch Tools and Properties to the 
Dutch, as to Jet it be fo, tharis indeed a Dithcultry, which 
is very hard to refolve. 


Upon the whole; This very Matter rightly flated 
and enquired into, would of ic felf fufhciently alarm 
every true Britifh Merchant to embrace the Trade, and 
not to fee our Neighbours enriched at our Expence. 


Tk was but a few Days fice, that fome People dif- 
courftay this very Cafe in a publick Coffee-houle in 
the City, and fome Gentlemen infifted, that we ought 
to let the Dutch buy our Manutactures, and cary them 
to France, rather than we thould carry them our felyes 
in our own Shipping ; to which when one Rep licd, 
that we might as well let the Dutch pick our Pockeis ; 
the Anfwer was with a jeer, WELL! WELL! Le 
them pick our Pockets. 


This is indeed the Principle,on which thofe Peorle 
at, who have raifed this Oppofition againft the French 
Trade, (viz.) That the Dutch may pick our Pockets : 
What Work the Dutch are. to do for thefe Men again 
in return for this Treachery to their Couittry, that is 
not the Bufinefs of the MERCATOR; but it is 
not fuppofed,that they fell their Nation for nothing, 


Ie isa hard Cafe, that our Trade muft be fold for a 
Politick Intereft, and the Dutch muft be allowed to 
pick our Pockets, becaufe we want their help in another 
Party-Way. This is whatthe MERCATOR com- 
plained of trom the Beginning, and this is the true 
Reafon, why fuch a Noife-has been raifed againft the 
French Trade, (viz.) Becaufe the Dutch are to have the 
Trade in our itead, they being now to ferve our Parties 
another way. Thus Trade the Manufactures; and, in 
fhort, the whole Nation is bought and fold in a Horrible 
and Treacherous manner. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Jut Publith’d, 


A Modeft Enquiry into the Reafons of the Joy ex- 
prefsd by a certain Sett of People, upon the 
fpreading of a Report of Hér Maijefty’s'Death. Price '3 d. 
And next Week will be publith'd, The Publick Spirit 
of the Whigs, fet forth in their generous Encourage- 
ment of the Author of the Crifis: With fome Ob- 
fervations on the Seafonablenefs, Candor, Erudition and 
Stile of that Trearife. Price-1s. but tothe Subécribers 
Half a Crown. Nore, This Work will be Printed in 
Quarto, fit to be bound up with the Crifis. Both 
Printed for John Morphew, ‘near Srationers- Hall. 
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